Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MANILA 04686 310301Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
ACDA-07 OMB-01 TRSY-02 AID-05 IGA-02 /072W 

312036Z 075539/41 

R 310154Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7806 
SECDEF WASHDC 
CINCPAC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MANILA 4686 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: MARCOS ON MINDANAO AND US MILITARY AGREEMENTS 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT (FROM TAPE) OF MARCOS RESPONSE AT 
MARCH 29 PRESS CONFERENCE TO TWO QUESTIONS ON FOREIGN 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE AND MINDANAO: 

1 . IN CASE OF A MESSY TYPE OF WAR.. .WHICH WOULD RESULT 
TO THE TOTAL BREAKDOWN OF THE NEGOTIATIONS... HOW WOULD 
YOU (WORD INAUDIBLE) MR. PRESIDENT TO THE TOTAL SCRAPPING 
OF THE AGREEMENTS? 

A. WHICH AGREEMENTS? 

Q. THE U.S. MILITARY AGREEMENTS. 

A. IT HAS NO RELATION WHATSOEVER. FIRST OF ALL ALLOW 
ME TO SAY THAT FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW THE AGREEMENTS WITH 
THE UNITED STATES PERTAIN TO EXTERNAL THREATS. THEY DO 
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NOT COVER INTERNAL THREATS AGAINST THE POLITICAL STABILITY 
OF THE PHILIPPINES. IT IS THE POLICY OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF THE PHILIPPINES THAT WE SHOULD FIGHT OUR OWN INTERNAL 
WARS. ANY REBELLION, ANY SUBVERSION, SHOULD BE HANDLED 
BY THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT. AND I WOULD LIKE TO STATE 
THAT WE ARE CAPABLE OF HANDLING ANY SUBVERSION, ANY 
REBELLION.. .UH...WE HAVE SUCCEEDED SO FAR IN NEUTRALIZING 
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ANY ELEMENT THAT SEEKS TO DESTABILIZE OUR GOVERNMENT 
THROUGH SUBVERSION, REBELLION... THEREFRE IT IS TRUE 
THAT WHILE A MILITARY ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED 
STATES WOULD FURTHER STRENGTHEN OUR CAPABILITY CERTAINLY 
MY FEELING... OR FEELING EVEN IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
IS THAT UH AND UH THE QUESTION OF THE MINDANAO CONFLICT 
CAN BE SETTLED WITHOUT THE UNITED STATES. I WOULD LIKE 
TO REPEAT THIS. WE HAVE NO INTENTION OF CALLING ON ANY- 
BODY, ANY OTHER COUNTRY, TO HELP US IN QUELLING ANY DIS- 
ORDER, ANY RIOT, ANY REBELLION, ANY SUBVERSION, WITHIN OUR 
COUNTRY. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC WILL HANDLE IT 
ALONE. WE ARE CAPABLE OF DOING IT ALONE. THANK YOU. 

Q. (FROM MR. RODOLFO SUPANG OF FAR EASTERN UNIVERSITY, 

BY PHONE) IT IS OUR OBSERVATION THAT EVEN AT THE MOST 
CRITICAL STATE OF THE REBELLION IN MINDANAO YOU DID NOT 
SEEK ANY FOREIGN MILITARY ASSISTANCE. WHAT MADE YOU DECIDE 
AGAINST SEEKING ANY FOREIGN MILITARY ASSISTANCE? 

A. BECAUSE HISTORY TEACHES US AND OUR OWN EXPERIENCE OF 
COURSE TEACHES US THAT FOREIGN MILITARY ASSISTANCE OFTEN 
SPAWNS MORE PROBLEMS THAN THE REBELLION ITSELF. AND 
IT IS THE POLICY OF OUR GOVERNMENT, OF ANY ADMINISTRATION, 
THAT ALL INTERNAL THREATS AGAINST POLITICAL STABILITY 
SHOULD BE HANDLED BY THE PHILIPPINES ALONE. IN FACT 
WHEN PRESIDENT FORD WAS HERE YOU WILL REMEMBER I SAID 
IT IS OUR POLICY THAT WE WILL NOT ALLOW THE STATIONING 
OF GROUND TROOPS IN THE PHILIPPINES. 
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2. COMMENT: THESE STATEMENTS EMBROIDER ON THE STANDARD 
PUBLIC REFRAIN BY MARCOS THAT THE GOP WILL HANDLE ITS 
OWN INTERNAL PROBLEMS, INCLUDING SUBVERSION AND REBELLION. 
THERE IS NO REPEAT NO QUESTION THAT THE GOP WILL CONTINUE 
TO PRESS US PRIVATELY FOR CERTAIN ITEMS IN THE MAP AND 
FMS PIPELINES WHICH HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED IN SEPTELS. 

SULLIVAN 
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